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The Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) presents his compliments 
to States Parties to the International Health Regulations (2005) (“IHR”) and has the honour to 
refer to circular letter C.L.26.2025 regarding rejections, reservations, declarations and statements 
submitted by States Parties in respect of the amendments to the IHR adopted by the Seventy-seventh 
World Health Assembly through resolution WHA77.17 (2024) (“2024 amendments”), and 
entered into force on 19 September 2025. 

The Director-General, in his capacity as depository of the IHR and in order to promote 
shared understanding of individual States Parties’ considerations, has the honour to communicate 
further statements relating to the 2024 amendments that were received from Algeria, China,  

... Eswatini, Greece, Namibia and Portugal. These statements are annexed to this circular letter. 

The notifications, declarations and statements communicated through circular letter 
C.L.26.2025 and this circular letter will be included in the consolidated IHR text available on the 
WHO website. 

The Director-General of the World Health Organization takes this opportunity to renew to 
States Parties to the IHR the assurance of his highest consideration. 

GENEVA, 10 October 2025 

http://www.who.int/
https://apps.who.int/gb/bd/


Translated from French 
 

The People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 

Permanent Mission of Algeria to the Office of the United Nations at Geneva and the other 
international organizations in Switzerland 
 
No. 296/MPAG/R.A/2025 
 

Note verbale 
 
The Permanent Mission of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria to the Office of the United 
Nations at Geneva and the other international organizations in Switzerland presents its compliments 
to the World Health Organization (WHO) and has the honour to transmit herewith the contribution 
of the Algerian Ministry of Health to the amendments to the International Health Regulations (IHR) 
(2005). 
 
The Permanent Mission of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria to the Office of the United 
Nations at Geneva and the other international organizations in Switzerland takes this opportunity to 
convey to the World Health Organization (WHO) the renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 

 [Official seal] 

 Geneva, 24 July 2025 

World Health Organization (WHO) 
20 Avenue Appia 
CH-1211 Geneva 
Switzerland 
OLA@who.int 
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The People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 

Ministry of Health 

Contributions of Algeria to the amendments to the International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005) 

Algeria is grateful to the World Health Organization and the Working Group on Amendments to the 
International Health Regulations (WGIHR) for its sustained efforts culminating in the adoption of the 
body of amendments to the IHR (2005) on the occasion of the Seventy-seventh World Health 
Assembly. 

This reform is a step towards strengthening global health security while emphasizing joint 
responsibilities to prevent, detect and respond to public health emergencies. 

Algeria unreservedly and fully aligns itself with the amendments to the International Health 
Regulations (IHR) (2005). 

Points to be welcomed 

Algeria welcomes in particular: 

• The explicit mention of the principles of equity, solidarity, transparency and the right to 
health in the Principles of IHR (Article 3); 

• The creation of an early warning mechanism prior to the declaration of a PHEIC to facilitate 
gradual mobilization of stakeholders;  

• Strengthened requirements for rapid notification (24h), even in cases of uncertainty or an 
unusual situation; 

• A focus on the tasks of IHR focal points, specifically their 24/24 availability and their 
multisectoral coordination;  

• The mention of a financial coordination mechanism for aspects involving rapid and equitable 
access to health products. 

 
  



Translated from French 
 

Comments and proposals 

• Despite these positives, Algeria has the following comments: 

Limitation noted Proposal 

No specific mechanisms to ensure equitable 
access to medical countermeasures 

Develop a voluntary operational framework 
coordinated by WHO to facilitate the availability 
of essential products to the most vulnerable 
States 

No specific commitment on technical or 
financial support for implementation of IHR 

Advocate for the creation of a multilaterial 
support mechanism backed up by a WHO-donor 
State partnership to support national capacities 

No binding accountability mechanism Promote a periodic peer assessment, initially on 
voluntary basis, supported by technical 
recommendations 

Risk of incompatibility with Pandemic 
Agreement 

Call for normative and operational 
complementarity between both instruments, 
specifically on coordination, surveillance and 
sharing of information and resources 

In conclusion, Algeria reaffirms its commitment to the IHR as a basic legal instrument for global 
health security. We stand ready to make an active contribution to the implementation and 
monitoring of the amendments that have been adopted, in a spirit of constructive cooperation, 
shared responsibility and strengthened collective resilience. 
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